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ABSTRACT : PURPOSE: To obtain a stable picture, by providing a shutter supported movably to the 

gap formed between an image carrier and a developing means by leaving operation and a 
moving means which moves the shutter to the gap associatively with the leaving 
operation. 

CONSTITUTION: Shutters 20 and 24 for protecting a process kit 8 are provided. The 
shutter 20 shields the exposure surface of a photosensitive drum 2 from the outside by 
moving in such a direction that the exposure surface is protected. A developing device 5 is 
extremely close to or in contact with the photosensitive drum 2, and both its flanks are 
supported to a device body rotatably around a shaft 25. When the developing device 5 is 
rotated counterclockwise to leave the photosensitive drum 2, the protecting shutter 24 
moves a leaving part from the developing device while covering the exposure surface of 
the photosensitive drum 2. Consequently, the exposure surface is protected and the 
developing device is replaced without damaging the photosensitive drum and supplying 
external light to the photosensitive drum, so the stable picture is obtained without leaving 
an optical memory. 
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